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Rice Production Adhering to Safety Standardzation by Farmers in
Ratchaburi Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study social and economic status of farmers, 2) the
practice adhering to agricultural extension and development on the safety rice production, 3) the
safety rice production and marketing, and 4 ) problems and suggestions of farmers relating to
agricultural extension and development on safety rice production. The population in this study was
400 farmers who participated in the project of agricultural extension and development on the safety
crop production for consuming and exporting in Ratchaburi Province in 2013. The data were collected
by interviewing 135 samples. The statistical methodology was used to analyze the data including
percentage, mean, stndard deviation, minimum value, maximum value, and t-test. The findings of this
study were as follows: 1) most of interviewed farmers were female, with average age of 47.47 years.
They were educated at lower secondary level and a member of a farmer institution. The average
period of experience in rice farming was 17.72 years. The average occupied agricultural area was
22.49 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters). The comparisons of general rice production and safety rice
production, it was found that there were significant differencess on these aspects, such as size of rice
cultivating area, produce, selling price, production cost, and income..These were as follows: the
average rice cultivating area was 18.60 rai, 13.99 rai for general rice and 4.61 rai for safety rice. The
average of general rice produce and safety rice produce were 795.48 kg./rai and 770.07 kg./rai. The
average selling prices of general rice and safety rice were 6,790.37 Baht/ton and 10,488.89 Baht/ton.
The average costs of general rice production and safety rice production were 3,531.78 Baht/rai and
2,910.37 Baht/rai. The average household incomes deriving from selling general rice and safety rice
were 38,596.30 Baht/family and 30,162.96 Baht/family. They kept some produces for consuming in
their family at average of 771.85 kg./family. 2) It was found that most of the farmers practiced
adhering to agricultural extension and development on the safety rice production in every aspects. 3)
The situations of safety rice production and marketing, it was found that most of the farmers practiced
adhering to the safety rice production process, such as rice seed variety preparation, soil preparation,
maintenance, and harvesting. Furthermore, Selling rice mill, harvesting rice to consumers, Processing
and sale in the Community. 4) it was found that the farmers had problems on rent of land, selling price
of produce, and the capital. The suggestions to be guidelines for agricultural extension on the safety
rice production were as follows: the farmers should be pushed to produce safety rice to get higher
income; they should add more value to the produce in the aspect of marketing along with expanding
the markets; the extension should be in the form of grouping; they should apply for GAP standardized
rice production certificate in the form of grouping, stressing on linking the network of safety rice
production; they should be pushed to produce safety rice by expanding the cultivating area, and to be
sufficient produce for consume themselves within family before selling the remainder to the market.

Keywords: Safety rice production, Safety standardization, Ratchaburi Province
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